
I have been making studio visits to view Luke Gray’s paintings for over 15 years. From 
the beginning I was moved and intrigued – there was something about the paint-
ings, executed in �at acrylic paint in a single sitting, that was more mediumistic than 
intentional, more received than presented. Something about the spontaneity, the 
choice of brushes, the use of colors, the way forms �oated – I came to believe in the 
possibility that painting could partake in a natural world that most artists had either 
given up on, or were unable to access.
 
Over the years I have continued my visits, and have had the pleasure of presenting 
Luke’s work in numerous group and one-man exhibitions. The paintings have always 
challenged me – as di�erent as they are from Ad Reinhardt’s “Black” paintings, I �nd I 
need a similar prolonged period of meditation before I can �nd myself properly 
engaged.
 
My most recent studio visit, a few months ago, was revelatory. Luke showed me his 
new “Deep Skin” paintings – although similar in many ways to previous work, there 
was something markedly di�erent in the way in which I experienced these paintings. 
My sense was that the power of the painting had deepened to penetrate and inte-
grate both the natural world and the inner world of psychic form and structure – a 
vast array of imagery and association were at play in my engagement.
 
Luke wrote the following about this new series:
 
“My artwork is a portal into a subconscious life that I wouldn't have known existed 
were it not for the work it produced. Spontaneity acts as the spark that sets it free. The 
paintings are each completed in one unbroken session. When the �nished painting is 
viewed, a decision is made as to whether the piece has the unhinged, non-de�nitive, 
and expansive quality I'm looking for. In these paintings I'm trying to freeze a world 
on the cusp of being.” 

I am pleased to present these new paintings at Gary Snyder/Project Space.
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